
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope that everyone has had a great start to the new school year.  We are fortunate to have 

terrific teachers and staff that make Dexter Elementary an outstanding place for students to 

learn.  As principal, my primary goals are to ensure student achievement and to promote a 

safe and positive school experience for each child.  Please help me reach these goals with your 

support and assistance.  

Our District has once again partnered with PIVOT, formerly Alcohol and Substance Abuse 

Council of Jefferson County, to provide our students with a Character Education program.  Our 

students will learn social skills and communication skills, along with other strategies, to help 

them make safe and practical decisions.   Embedded in this program are strategies to prevent 

and deal with bullying.  Please feel comfortable to contact teachers, staff or administration if 

you ever feel the need for us to investigate and deal with a bullying situation.   

Our annual Halloween parade will be held on Thursday, October 31.  The time of the parade 

will be 9:20 AM.  It will be held outside in the front loop if the weather cooperates.  Our plan 

the rest of the day will include a balance of educational activities and the traditional              

Halloween festivities in the classrooms.   We will conduct a normal dismissal that day. 

Parent conferences are scheduled for Thursday, November 21 (4:00-8:10 PM) and Friday,      

November 22 (11:50 AM – 4:00 PM).  Both days will be ½ days for students, with BGP bus      

students being dismissed at 11:05 AM and walker/student pick-ups and Dexter bus students 

released at 11:15 AM.   AM Pre-K students should be picked up at 10:45 AM on these two 

days.  Information about conferences will be sent out in the next couple of weeks.  

 Please contact me if you ever have any concerns, suggestions, or ideas.  We truly are partners 

in education. 

Dave Ramie 

Fall 2019 



Every day is a new adventure in Pre-K! 

Mrs. McIntosh and Mrs. Hennigan 

Mrs. Zehr and Mrs. Vincent 

It’s a world of wonder in Pre-K! 

   It has been such a fun and amazing start to the school year.   The first few months of Pre-K, we are busy 

learning school routines, meeting new friends and figuring out how to use scissors and glue sticks, and how to 

hold crayons. To this 3/4 year old group, their biggest challenge is taking turns and sharing with the other     

children in class.  They are amazed at how much they can do for themselves. Often we hear, “I can do it myself!” 

Parents are shocked to learn that their child can and do clean up after themselves and they can put their shoes 

and  jackets on.   We have spent the last few weeks learning our roles in the classroom as well as learning about 

the world around us.  Students’ eyes are opening up to shapes, colors, and the way they can be combined to make   

objects around them unique.  As the children become more independent and active learners, they branch out and 

find new ways to think, complete tasks, and create.  This is only the beginning to a long love of learning!    



The kindergarten students continue to adjust to the routines 

and expectations of kindergarten.  During the past six weeks, we have 

worked on several prewriting skills (tripod pencil grip, drawing vertical 

and horizontal lines, circles, zigzags, spirals, etc.) and phonemic      

awareness skills (rhyming, counting words in a sentence, blending).  We 

also learned our first few sight words.  In math, we have been practicing 

counting by ones and tens.  Although we will not expect every student to 

count to 100 at this time, we would like each child to be able to count to 

at least 25 or 30 for our first report card in November.  Every student will 

be expected to count to 100 by tens since we have been practicing this 

every day.  Please continue to reinforce all math and ELA skills taught so 

far.     

 We have seen improvement in name writing from several students.  

Please continue to practice this at home.  Because we write our names 

multiple times per day, it is very beneficial for your child to be able to 

print his/her name quickly and correctly.  Thank you!   

***REMINDERS*** 

**All money must be sent to school in an envelope or baggie labeled 

with your child’s name.  Please also include the purpose of the   

money, such as: Lunch Money, Milk Money, Ice Cream Money, etc. 

**Sneakers must be worn on PE (Gym) days. 

**No flip-flops will be allowed on the playground.   

The Kindergarten Team 

Mrs. Bellinger, Mrs. Cloonan, Mrs. Dillabough, 

Mrs. Parker,  Mrs. Richard, and Mrs. Yodice 



It’s been fantastic start to first grade this year. The children 

are doing a wonderful job learning the routines and expectations 

of a first grader.  We have focused on phonological awareness 

skills, phonics and discovering the tricks to reading our “Rainbow 

Words.” We learned about our community. We had a special      

visitor:  K9 Ricky and Officer McConnell came in to talk about 

their jobs. 

In Math we have been learning the difference between a     

two-dimensional and three-dimensional shape. Soon we will 

begin simple addition and subtraction facts. 

We have also started our PIVOT program. Mrs. London visits 

our classroom every Thursday to teach us how to talk about our 

feelings and show us how to handle them.  

The best way to have a successful first grader is to read with 

your child or have them read to you. 

Thank you for all of your support from home. 

The 1st Grade Team 

Mrs. Devine, Mrs. Dupee, Mrs. Keenan, Mrs. 

O’Malley, Mrs. Smith, 

Mrs. St. Onge, Mrs. Tyo,  



We’re off to a wonderful start in second grade this year! It was a pleasure meeting many of our families at Open 

House and we want to thank everyone for attending.    

Students spent September getting to know one another, learning classroom routines, classroom expectations and 

building a classroom community.   In math we just finished our first chapter on addition and subtraction concepts 

and will begin chapter two.  Chapter two focuses on number patterns.   In ELA, we have started guided reading 

groups.  Students are divided into small groups that work closely with the teacher on reading skills and strategies.   

Each week the second grade classes have been participating in a S.T.E.M (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Math) activity.   S.T.E.M.  activities provide enriching, hands-on learning experiences for our students.  Finally, at the 

end of this month we will enjoy a “Healthy Halloween” party.  

Second graders are still young enough to have mom and dad read to them; but now you should start to read     

chapter books together.  This is a great opportunity for them to listen and then for you to discuss the story.  Each 

night when you read the next chapter, ask your child to retell what happened the night before.   It’s a great way to 

build comprehension skills and language skills into sharing time.  Finally, please remember to have your child study 

addition and subtraction facts.  

 As the weather is beginning to cool off, we ask that you please have your child bring/wear a light   jacket or     

sweatshirt to school daily. We will continue to have recess outside, as long as the weather allows.   

Time sure goes by quickly and our first marking period is almost over .  Please mark your calendars for our            

Parent-Teacher Conferences which will take place on Thursday, November 21st and Friday, November 22nd.           

We are looking forward to talking with you about your child and the progress that he/she is making. 

Thank you for your help and support. 

The Second Grade Teachers 

 
Ms. Flint     Mrs. Goodrich 

     Mrs. Knight 

Ms. Martin      Mrs. Pacini 

     Mrs. Porter 

Mrs. Widrick 



Students in Physical Education have been working on social behaviors. Through 
tag games we have been placing an emphasis on manners and being nice to all           
students. Social behaviors play a key role in our way to communicate our feelings and 
emotions.  

We have also started beginner soccer skills through minor progressions and     
modified games. Students are learning the basics of the game while incorporating the 
skills and basic rules of the game.  

Students will be transitioning into our fitness unit in the following weeks.           
Students will be assessed on their cardiovascular endurance, muscular endurance, and 
flexibility. Assessment is done through the Mr. Peanut Physical Fitness Test (K-2). As 
Physical Education Teachers we hope that families can encourage their children to     
participate in activities to improve their overall physical fitness at home.  

 Please remember to work with your children at home on taking their earrings out 
before Physical Education Class. All dangly jewelry/earrings must be taken off for       
students to participate in class activities. In addition, the weather is changing quickly so 
it is a good idea to pack that sweat shirt or coat for outdoor activities. Packing sneakers 
is also going to be important when the boots come out for the winter weather.  

Your encouragement and cooperation with the Physical Education Dress Code will 
allow your child to have a safe and joyful learning experience. We appreciate your help 
and enjoy working with your child. 

Mr. Hartle 



Art  

 
WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
We are off to a very creative start at Dexter Elementary! We have 
been very inspired by some of the books in my “Art Library”. We read 
“The Dot” by Peter Reynolds. This book inspired us to make a mark 
and follow where it takes us. 

“The Day the Crayons Quit” is a hilarious book by Oliver Jeffers about 
a pack of crayons that talk. We imagined what our own crayons would 
say if they could speak and then created them.  

 

ARTSONIA & INSTAGRAM 
Artsonia is the world’s largest online children’s art museum! This app 
is a great way to share your child’s artwork with family members who 
live far away. This year I have also started an art class Instagram 
page. If you are on Instagram, please follow us to stay connected and 
inspired. 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP NEEDED 
We are in great need of baby wipes for our classroom.  I am also 
looking for volunteers who would like to photograph artwork and      
upload it to Artsonia. This can be done from home with a smartphone. 
If you are interested in helping, please send in a note with your child 
or write me at smajo@gblions.org.  

mailto:smajo@gblions.org


Kindergarteners have learned how to move their voice up 

and down to sing, and are now working on lots of fun 

holiday songs for our concert in December!  Parents, be 

sure you have December 18th marked on your            

calendars! Our Kindergarten Christmas program is at 

6PM in the high school auditorium.  See you then! 

1
st

 graders have learned their solfege building blocks     

(Do, Re, Mi, etc.) and used them to sing an dplay 

games.  We also learned the song, “Do Re Mi” from the              

Sound of Music! 

2
nd

 graders are using Lummi sticks to practice rhythms 

and note values.  We will use rhythms and Lummi sticks 

to accompany ourselves on a few songs!  

 

The JLCMTA Bi-County Chorus is at Lowville Academy 

this year; please come November 2nd at 12:30pm to 

support our General Brown students who were       

selected to attend!  


